
BACK TO THE BASICS
Simplify Homeschool: Have Less Clutter and More JOY



SIMPLIFYING IS ABOUT: 

Putting God first in EVERYTHING 

 Including our homeschool! 

Matthew 6:33 
 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well” 



The Benefits of Simplifying Homeschool

Focus on God 

Stay in the Word 

#1 thing you can do for your homeschool: Start each day with the Word as a family 

Measure all you do against the Word 

Remember: Seek first His righteousness (Matt. 6:33) 

Kids need the foundation of God first -the education will follow (character first) 

Simplifying clutter in our homes eliminates distraction 





–Karen DeBeus

“I believe the remedy to  
clutter and chaos is Jesus.”



WHY SIMPLIFY?

Keeps our eyes on God 

Reduce Physical Clutter 
Reduce Mental Clutter 

Result: Smoother Homeschool days 
MOST IMPORTANTLY: with a clear purpose! 



Why Did YOU Choose to Homeschool?

• Education? 
• Instill your family’s values? 
• Biblical perspective? 



God called you to homeschool, 

or 

you wouldn’t be homeschooling! 



WHERE ARE YOU NOW IN 
YOUR JOURNEY?

Has it become 
complicated? 

Are you overwhelmed with 
clutter (physical and 
mental) 

Are you overwhelmed with 
just starting out?



WHY ARE THINGS SO 
COMPLICATED?
We have all the modern conveniences,  

 yet things are so complicated! 

We should have so much time to focus on 
 what is important!  

Yet we are filling up our lives with so much  
 extra “stuff” 



…has also brought about explosion  
of  

activities, resources, and extras. 

The Explosion of Homeschool… 



VINTAGE HOMESCHOOL

Pioneer Homeschoolers 

They fully relied on God 

Not internet, books, 
others, or even ourselves!



"I want to get back to simple. Our grandmothers and great-grandmothers did just fine 
without Pinterest boards, meal plans, chore charts, and organizational methods. They 

did what they knew, handed down to them from generation to generation.I want to 
get back to simple. I want to focus on relationships more than things. People more 

than stuff.” 



SIMPLIFYING OUR 
HOMESCHOOLS

Homeschool can be stressful and overwhelming enough, with out 
adding extra clutter to it! 

We need to focus our energy on our kids,  
    and not on managing our stuff 

Trust God, put Him first, and the rest will get done 





LESS STUFF MEANS MORE 
JESUS



IDENTIFY THE 
MAIN AREAS OF 

CLUTTER
Physical Clutter 

Books 
Supplies 

Toys 
Household items 

Mental/Spiritual Clutter 
Always learning/planning, not doing 

Internet info-blogs, websites, facebook, etc. 
Reading books on “how to”, when it takes 

away from time in the WORD 



PHYSICAL CLUTTER

Causes stress 

Takes time and energy to manage it all 

Makes us feel out of control 

Distracts from our day 

Takes focus off our goals



PICK ONE AREA AT A TIME TO REDUCE 
CLOSET, BOOKSHELF, CABINET, ETC. 

DECIDE:  

DO WE NEED IT? 
DO WE USE IT? 

WHAT IS THE BENEFIT TO KEEPING 

USUALLY “SOMEDAY” NEVER COMES 

GIVE AWAY OR THROW AWAY- DO IT! 
GIVE EVERYTHING A “HOME” 

How Can I Reduce Physical Clutter?



SIMPLIFYING SCHEDULES

Don’t over plan!  

You can always add more in, rather than feeling 
defeated by not getting it all done 

Flexibility-Don’t be afraid to let life get in the way!

Many times our most educational moments, are the ones that were unplanned 



A SPIRAL NOTEBOOK

My Favorite Planner



GOD IS ULTIMATELY IN CHARGE 
OF OUR HOMESCHOOLS

In his heart a man plans his course,  
but the LORD determines his steps.  

Proverbs 16:9 



ADDICTED TO BUSYNESS
What are we trying to prove? 

Are we filling up our calendars or are we filling up 
their hearts? 

Are we trying to keep with the Jones’ or are we 
choosing to bear fruit? 

 
We didn’t choose to homeschool to be like the 

world! 
 

The enemy wants to accuse us- make us feel like we 
are not enough 

Stop the glorification of busy! 



The enemy is good at distracting us 

Nothing would make him happier than to derail our 
homeschooling efforts 

Homeschooling brings us closer to our  
 families and to God 

It brings God glory 

Be on Guard!  



INCORPORATE ALL CHILDREN 
INTO AS MANY SUBJECTS AS 

POSSIBLE

Science 

History 

Art 

Music 

Nature 

Makes planning easier 

Promotes healthy relationships-working together



LIMIT OUTSIDE ACTIVITIES:  
REMEMBER: 

HOME SCHOOL! 

CHOOSE THE ONES THAT ARE REALLY 
BENEFICIAL! 



CURRICULUM CHOICES

Stick with what works 

Don’t always look for the next best thing 

Incorporate Fun 

Special days 

Field trips 

Unit studies 

Remember- Living in the “real world” is 
how your children 

Learn to live in the “real world!”



SEEK HIS WILL IN ALL YOU DO 

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 
FAMILY MISSION 

STATEMENT /VERSES FOR 
YOUR HOMESCHOOL 

PLACE YOUR MISSION 
STATEMENT SOMEWHERE 
THAT YOU CAN ALL SEE IT

Pray over your choices



LESS “STUFF” MEANS MORE TIME TO DO REAL THINGS 

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 

LOOK INTO YOU CHILD’S EYES 

REAL LIFE LEARNING- TEACH THE MOST IMPORTANT LESSONS! 

I THINK ONE OF THE WORST THINGS WE ARE DOING IN THIS TIME OF BUSY-NESS IS HALF 
LISTENING, HALF LOOKING- NOT GIVING OUR FULL ATTENTION 



SIMPLE ORGANIZING

What to do with ALL that schoolwork: 

Bins for completed work 

Binder/Box for a “portfolio” of each child’s completed 
work for the year 

Keep special items, not every single thing! 







MEAL PLANS

So important to keep our days running 
smoothly 

Plan 1-2 weeks ahead, with calendar in 
front of you 

Shop for most ingredients 

Always have a “go-to” meal 

“Theme” days



 
MENTAL CLUTTER- INFORMATION 

OVERLOAD!

We can spend time filling our minds with clutter- 

Internet-blogs, facebook, websites, etc. 

Television 

Books 

“…set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things above, not on earthly things.” 

Colossians 3:1-2 





   Philippians 4:8

 “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is 
   honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure,  
   whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute,  

   if there is any excellence and if anything worthy  
   of praise, dwell on these things”  

    



COMPARISON TRAP

Living for the expectation, instead of the 
moment 

It is coveting someone’s else’s life 

God doesn’t want our homeschool to look 
like anyone else’s 

Don’t make homeschool an idol 

Social network sites {facebook, blogs, 
Pinterest} can be great resources if used the 
right way! 

 They are not meant to make us feel bad 
about our homeschool! 

Mary/Martha



COMPARISON TRAP

“So we fix our eyes not on 
what is seen, but on what 

is unseen.  
For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.” 

2 Corinthians 4:8 





“Homeschool is NOT a competition- it a serious calling 

from the Lord and a very personal decision between you 

and the Lord. It is about God's purpose being unveiled for 

YOUR family, that is unique to your family. We are not 

running a race against each other, but a marathon 

alongside each other, for a common goal. We want to 

honor the Lord.” 

~Real Homeschool



As we simplify we will begin to see God more clearly and 

focus on His purposes 



1John 2:16-17

For everything in the world-the lust of the flesh, the lust 

of the eyes, and the pride of life-comes not from the 

Father but from the world.   

The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does 

the will of God lives forever. 





“I want my kids to look back some day and see that mommy 
was a praying mommy.  

A mom who was always in the Word.  
I want them to remember me on my knees, with a Bible at my 

side always.  
I don’t want them to look back and remember mommy being 
in front of the computer all of the time or in front of the TV.  

Or filling the house with needless stuff from another 
shopping excursion.  

I want them to see that God was the most important thing in 
my life.” 



July 13-15, 2017 
The Lodges at Gettysburg 

Gettysburg, PA

Special 
DISCOUNT 

For  
TTD 

Attendees! 

www.simplylivingforhim.com/ttd



Visit Me at  
www.SimplyLivingforHim.com



Available at Amazon.com!


